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women have equal access to education, 
public health, credit, property rights, 
as well as prevent violence against 
women. There have been numerous 
positive changes because of the conven-
tion, such as the implementation of 
equality legislation, the eradication of 
harmful practices such as sex slavery, 
and changes in inheritance laws. But 
there is clearly a great deal more to do. 

As one of the most powerful nations 
in the world, the U.S. must be the lead-
er in the fight against these violations 
of women’s human rights. Our refusal 
to ratify the treaty sends the message 
that CEDAW is not important and does 
not need to be enforced. There is no 
valid reason why the U.S. should not 
ratify CEDAW. 

The Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee has voted twice to send the con-
vention to the full Senate for ratifica-
tion, first in 1994 and then again in 
2002; but it has never been voted on by 
that body. 

The U.S. is already substantially in 
compliance with the treaty and agrees 
with its fundamental principles of non-
discrimination and equality for women. 
We cannot claim to be a defender of 
human rights without including over 
half of the world’s population. 

Ratifying CEDAW is something the 
U.S. can do that can make a difference 
in the lives of thousands of women 
around the globe. So what are we wait-
ing for? We should move forward and 
ratify it. 

f 

RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT BUSH’S 
HEALTH CARE PROPOSAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. SOLIS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to discuss the need to make access 
to health insurance for everyone a pri-
ority in our country. 

As you know, 46 million Americans 
are uninsured, including more than 9 
million children in the U.S. One in 
three people in the San Gabriel Valley, 
which I represent, is uninsured; and 
across the State of California, 6.5 mil-
lion adults and 750,000 children lack 
health care insurance. Nationwide, 83 
percent of the uninsured are from 
working families. Of uninsured Califor-
nians, more than two-thirds of those 
families have full-time jobs. Fourteen 
million uninsured are Latinos, includ-
ing one in five children. 

In the past 5 years, the number of 
Latinos without health insurance, as 
you know, has increased. According to 
the Kaiser Family Foundation, unin-
sured children are five times less likely 
to have visited a doctor or dentist in 
the past 2 years compared to those 
children who are insured. Fewer doctor 
visits can lead to serious illness and 
health problems, as well as avoidable 
costly emergency room visits. The In-
stitute of Medicine estimates that each 
year at least 18,000 people die pre-
maturely due to lack of health insur-
ance. 

But President Bush’s proposal will 
not help the 46 million uninsured men, 
women, and children in our country. 
Instead of finding real solutions, Presi-
dent Bush wants to provide tax deduc-
tions to wealthy Americans who can 
already afford their health care insur-
ance. Tax deductions, as you know, 
will not solve the real problem of sky-
rocketing health care costs. Tax deduc-
tions will not make it easier for low-in-
come families and middle-class work-
ing families to purchase health care in-
surance. In fact, as you know, our fam-
ilies may be better off without the 
President’s so-called help. 

According to Families USA, Presi-
dent Bush’s plan is ‘‘like throwing a 50- 
foot rope to someone in a 40-foot hole.’’ 
And for the majority of uninsured peo-
ple, his plan is like throwing them 
nothing at all. 

People without employer-sponsored 
coverage, such as people who work in 
small businesses, who make up the ma-
jority of those individuals in some of 
our districts, will not benefit from 
Bush’s tax breaks. Even White House 
officials admit that only 3 to 5 million 
uninsured people would actually be-
come insured under Bush’s proposal. 
The President’s plan, as you know, 
fails to relieve the problems that most 
uninsured adults and children face. 

We have to do better for the Amer-
ican people. And we must ensure that 
everyone has access to affordable and 
quality health care insurance and that 
programs are easily accessible by all. 
Programs such as the State Children’s 
Health Insurance Programs, as you 
know, are very important. We call 
them the SCHIP program, and in the 
State of California they are known as 
the Healthy Families Program. Across 
the Nation, Medicaid and SCHIP pro-
vide coverage for more than 34 million 
children. These programs must be ade-
quately funded and include needed 
tools to reach all eligible populations. 

However, as you know, millions more 
children are eligible for these programs 
but are not enrolled. In fact, 74 percent 
of the uninsured children are eligible 
but are not somehow showing up on 
these enrollment applications. Many 
are low income. They come from fami-
lies that are poor and unaware of the 
fact that they are eligible even for 
these services. And recent research 
shows that the SCHIP program may be 
failing to reach the hardest to reach 
subpopulations of the uninsured chil-
dren like Latinos. And according to 
Families USA, distrust of the health 
care system, language, culture, these 
are all barriers that are confusing to 
our families, and those eligibility rules 
are high obstacles for families to en-
roll. 

Community health care workers, 
such as the promotoras, play key roles 
in overcoming these barriers to enroll-
ment for public programs. Promotoras, 
as you know, exist in the State of Cali-
fornia and along the frontera, along 
the border on the U.S. side. They are 
qualified people who could help pa-

tients access and navigate the complex 
and confusing health care system. 
They can reach racial and ethnic mi-
norities that would otherwise remain 
locked out of our system. 

A recent report by the Journal of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics com-
pared the effectiveness of community 
workers with traditional Medicaid and 
SCHIP outreach enrollment. The re-
port found that families who interacted 
with community health workers such 
as the promotoras were eight times 
more likely to obtain health insurance. 

b 2030 

Almost 96 percent of children who 
work with promotoras in the study ob-
tained health insurance. Seventy-eight 
percent were insured continuously. The 
study provides that community health 
workers can reduce the number of un-
insured children, and we should move 
forward asking for the SCHIP program 
to also provide for assistance through 
the promotoras program. 

I know that the gentlewoman from 
California understands what I am talk-
ing about, because those promotoras 
also exist in her district as well. 

We need to make sure that President 
Bush plans for a significant funds for 
those children that are uninsured, and 
I would ask that our colleagues please 
continue to provide funding for the 
SCHIP program and to expand that in 
those needed areas. 

f 

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ 
AFFAIRS, 110TH CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, in accord-
ance with clause 2(a)(2) of Rule XI of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives, I re-
spectfully submit the rules of the Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs for printing in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. The Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs adopted these Rules by voice 
vote, with a quorum being present, at our or-
ganizational meeting on January 30, 2007. 
RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AF-

FAIRS, U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
FOR THE 110TH CONGRESS (ADOPTED JANU-
ARY 30, 2007) 

RULE 1—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(a) Applicability of House Rules—The 
Rules of the House are the rules of the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs and its sub-
committees so far as applicable, except that 
a motion to recess from day to day, and a 
motion to dispense with the first reading (in 
full) of a bill or resolution, if printed copies 
are available, are non-debatable privileged 
motions in Committees and subcommittees. 

(b) Subcommittees—Each subcommittee of 
the Committee is a part of the Committee 
and is subject to the authority and direction 
of the Committee and to its rules so far as 
applicable. 

(c) Incorporation of House Rule on Com-
mittee Procedure—Rule XI of the Rules of 
the House, which pertains entirely to Com-
mittee procedure, is incorporated and made 
part of the rules of the Committee to the ex-
tent applicable. Pursuant to clause 2(a)(3) of 
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Rule XI of the Rules of the House, the Chair-
man of the full Committee is directed to 
offer a motion under clause 1 of Rule XXII of 
the Rules of the House whenever the Chair-
man considers it appropriate. 

(d) Vice Chairman—Pursuant to clause 2(d) 
of Rule XI of the Rules of the House, the 
Chairman of the full Committee shall des-
ignate the Vice Chairman of the Committee 
and a Vice Chairman of each subcommittee 
established under Rule 5(a)(1). 

RULE 2—REGULAR AND ADDITIONAL MEETINGS 
(a) Regular Meetings—The regular meeting 

day for the Committee shall be at 10 a.m. on 
the second Wednesday of each month in such 
place as the Chairman may designate. How-
ever, the Chairman may dispense with a reg-
ular Wednesday meeting of the Committee. 

(b) Additional Meetings—The Chairman of 
the Committee may call and convene, as he 
considers necessary, additional meetings of 
the Committee for the consideration of any 
bill or resolution pending before the Com-
mittee or for the conduct of other Com-
mittee business. The Committee shall meet 
for such purpose pursuant to the call of the 
Chairman. 

(c) Notice—The Chairman shall notify each 
member of the Committee of the agenda of 
each regular and additional meeting of the 
Committee at least 24 hours before the time 
of the meeting, except under circumstances 
the Chairman determines to be of an emer-
gency nature. Under such circumstances, the 
Chairman shall make an effort to consult the 
ranking minority member, or in such mem-
ber’s absence, the next ranking minority 
party member of the Committee. 
RULE 3—MEETINGS AND HEARINGS GENERALLY 
(a) Open Meetings and Hearings—Meetings 

and hearings of the Committee and each of 
its subcommittees shall be open to the public 
unless closed in accordance with clause 2(g) 
of Rule XI of the Rules of the House. 

(b) Announcement of Hearing—The Chair-
man, in the case of a hearing to be conducted 
by the Committee, and the subcommittee 
Chairman, in the case of a hearing to be con-
ducted by a subcommittee, shall make public 
announcement of the date, place, and subject 
matter of any hearing to be conducted on 
any measure or matter at least one week be-
fore the commencement of that hearing un-
less the Committee or the subcommittee de-
termines that there is good cause to begin 
the hearing at an earlier date. In the latter 
event, the Chairman or the subcommittee 
Chairman, as the case may be, shall consult 
with the ranking minority member and 
make such public announcement at the ear-
liest possible date. The clerk of the Com-
mittee shall promptly notify the Daily Clerk 
of the Congressional Record and the Com-
mittee scheduling service of the House Infor-
mation Resources as soon as possible after 
such public announcement is made. 

(c) Wireless Telephone Use Prohibited—No 
person may use a wireless telephone during a 
Committee or subcommittee meeting or 
hearing. 

(d) Media Coverage—Any meeting of the 
Committee or its subcommittees that is open 
to the public shall be open to coverage by 
radio, television, and still photography in ac-
cordance with the provisions of clause 4 of 
House rule XI. 

(e) Requirements for Testimony— 
(1) Each witness who is to appear before 

the Committee or a subcommittee shall file 
with the clerk of the Committee, at least 48 
hours in advance of his or her appearance, a 
written statement of his or her proposed tes-
timony. Each witness shall, to the greatest 
extent practicable, also provide a copy of 
such written testimony in an electronic for-
mat prescribed by the Chairman. Each wit-
ness shall limit any oral presentation to a 
summary of the written statement. 

(2) Pursuant to clause 4 of Rule XI of the 
Rules of the House, in the case of a witness 
appearing in a non-governmental capacity a 
written statement of proposed testimony 
shall include a curriculum vitae and a disclo-
sure of the amount and source (by agency 
and program) of any Federal grant (or 
subgrant thereof) or contract (or subcontract 
thereof) received during the current fiscal 
year or either of the two preceding fiscal 
years by the witness or by an entity rep-
resented by the witness. 

(f) Calling and Questioning Witnesses 
(1) Committee and subcommittee members 

may question witnesses only when they have 
been recognized by the Chairman of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee for that purpose, 
and only for a 5–minute period until all 
members present have had an opportunity to 
question a witness. The 5–minute period for 
questioning a witness by any one member 
may be extended only with the unanimous 
consent of all members present. The ques-
tioning of witnesses in both Committee and 
subcommittee hearings shall be initiated by 
the Chairman, followed by the ranking mi-
nority party member and all other members 
alternating between the majority and minor-
ity. Except as otherwise announced by the 
Chairman at the beginning of a hearing, 
members who are present at the start of the 
hearing will be recognized before other mem-
bers who arrive after the hearing has begun. 
In recognizing members to question wit-
nesses in this fashion, the Chairman shall 
take into consideration the ratio of the ma-
jority to minority members present and 
shall establish the order of recognition for 
questioning in such a manner as not to dis-
advantage the members of the majority. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of para-
graph (1) regarding the 5–minute rule, the 
Chairman after consultation with the rank-
ing minority member may designate an 
equal number of members of the Committee 
or subcommittee majority and minority 
party to question a witness for a period not 
longer than 30 minutes. In no event shall the 
Chairman allow a member to question a wit-
ness for an extended period under this rule 
until all members present have had the op-
portunity to ask questions under the 5– 
minute rule. The Chairman after consulta-
tion with the ranking minority member may 
permit Committee staff for its majority and 
minority party members to question a wit-
ness for equal specified periods of time. 

(3) When a hearing is conducted by the 
Committee or a subcommittee on any meas-
ure or matter, the minority party members 
on the Committee shall be entitled, upon re-
quest to the Chairman of a majority of those 
minority members before the completion of 
the hearing, to call witnesses selected by the 
minority to testify with respect to that 
measure or matter during at least one day of 
the hearing thereon. 

(g) Subpoenas—Pursuant to clause 2(m) of 
Rule XI of the Rules of the House, a sub-
poena may be authorized and issued by the 
Committee or a subcommittee in the con-
duct of any investigation or series of inves-
tigations or activities, only when authorized 
by a majority of the members voting, a ma-
jority being present. 

RULE 4—QUORUM AND RECORD VOTES; 
POSTPONEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS 

(a) Working Quorum—A majority of the 
members of the Committee shall constitute 
a quorum for business and a majority of the 
members of any subcommittee shall con-
stitute a quorum thereof for business, except 
that two members shall constitute a quorum 
for the purpose of taking testimony and re-
ceiving evidence. 

(b) Quorum for Reporting—No measure or 
recommendation shall be reported to the 

House of Representatives unless a majority 
of the Committee was actually present. 

(c) Record Votes—A record vote may be de-
manded by one-fifth of the members present 
or, in the apparent absence of a quorum, by 
any one member. With respect to any record 
vote on any motion to amend or report, the 
total number of votes cast for and against, 
and the names of those members voting for 
and against, shall be included in the report 
of the Committee on the bill or resolution. 

(d) Prohibition Against Proxy Voting—No 
vote by any member of the Committee or a 
subcommittee with respect to any measure 
or matter may be cast by proxy. 

(e) Postponing Proceedings—Committee 
and subcommittee chairmen may postpone 
further proceedings when a record vote is or-
dered on the question of approving a measure 
or matter or on adopting an amendment, and 
may resume proceedings within two legisla-
tive days on a postponed question after rea-
sonable notice. When proceedings resume on 
a postponed question, notwithstanding any 
intervening order for the previous question, 
an underlying proposition shall remain sub-
ject to further debate or amendment to the 
same extent as when the question was post-
poned. 

RULE 5—SUBCOMMITTEES 
(a) Establishment and Jurisdiction— 
(1) There shall be four subcommittees of 

the Committee as follows: 
(A) Subcommittee on Disability Assistance 

and Memorial Affairs, which shall have legis-
lative, oversight and investigative jurisdic-
tion over compensation; general and special 
pensions of all the wars of the United States; 
life insurance issued by the Government on 
account of service in the Armed Forces; 
cemeteries of the United States in which vet-
erans of any war or conflict are or may be 
buried, whether in the United States or 
abroad, except cemeteries administered by 
the Secretary of the Interior; burial benefits; 
the Board of Veterans’ Appeals; and the 
United States Court of Appeals for Veterans’ 
Claims. 

(B) Subcommittee on Economic Oppor-
tunity, which shall have legislative, over-
sight and investigative jurisdiction over edu-
cation of veterans, employment and training 
of veterans, vocational rehabilitation, vet-
erans’ housing programs, readjustment of 
servicemembers to civilian life, and 
servicemembers civil relief. 

(C) Subcommittee on Health, which shall 
have legislative, oversight and investigative 
jurisdiction over veterans’ hospitals, medical 
care, and treatment of veterans. 

(D) Subcommittee on Oversight and Inves-
tigations, which shall have oversight and in-
vestigative jurisdiction over veterans’ mat-
ters generally, and over such matters as may 
be referred to the subcommittee by the 
Chairman of the full Committee for its over-
sight or investigation and for its appropriate 
recommendations. The subcommittee shall 
only have legislative jurisdiction over such 
bills or resolutions as may be referred to it 
by the Chairman of the full Committee. 

(2) Each subcommittee shall have responsi-
bility for such other measures or matters as 
the Chairman refers to it. 

(b) Vacancies—Any vacancy in the mem-
bership of a subcommittee shall not affect 
the power of the remaining members to exe-
cute the functions of that subcommittee. 

(c) Ratios—On each subcommittee, there 
shall be a ratio of majority party members 
to minority party members which shall be 
consistent with the ratio on the full Com-
mittee. 

(d) Referral to Subcommittees—The Chair-
man of the Committee may refer a measure 
or matter, which is within the general re-
sponsibility of more than one of the sub-
committees of the Committee, as the Chair-
man deems appropriate. In referring any 
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measure or matter to a subcommittee, the 
Chairman of the Committee may specify a 
date by which the subcommittee shall report 
thereon to the Committee. 

(e) Powers and Duties— 
(1) Each subcommittee is authorized to 

meet, hold hearings, receive evidence, and 
report to the full Committee on all matters 
referred to it or under its jurisdiction. Sub-
committee chairmen shall set dates for hear-
ings and meetings of their respective sub-
committees after consultation with the 
Chairman of the Committee and other sub-
committee chairmen with a view toward 
avoiding simultaneous scheduling of Com-
mittee and subcommittee meetings or hear-
ings whenever possible. 

(2) Whenever a subcommittee has ordered a 
bill, resolution, or other matter to be re-
ported to the Committee, the Chairman of 
the subcommittee reporting the bill, resolu-
tion, or matter to the full Committee, or any 
member authorized by the subcommittee to 
do so shall notify the Chairman and the 
ranking minority party member of the Com-
mittee of the Subcommittee’s action. 

(3) A member of the Committee who is not 
a member of a particular subcommittee may 
sit with the subcommittee during any of its 
meetings and hearings, but shall not have 
authority to vote, cannot be counted for a 
quorum, and cannot raise a point of order at 
the meeting or hearing. 

(4) Each subcommittee shall provide the 
Committee with copies of such record votes 
taken in subcommittee and such other 
records with respect to the subcommittee as 
the Chairman of the Committee deems nec-
essary for the Committee to comply with all 
rules and regulations of the House. 
RULE 6—GENERAL OVERSIGHT RESPONSIBILITY 
(a) Purpose—Pursuant to clause 2 of Rule 

X of the Rules of the House, the Committee 
shall carry out oversight responsibilities. In 
order to assist the House in— 

(1) Its analysis, appraisal, evaluation of— 
(A) The application, administration, execu-

tion, and effectiveness of the laws enacted by 
the Congress, or 

(B) Conditions and circumstances which 
may indicate the necessity or desirability of 
enacting new or additional legislation, and 

(2) Its formulation, consideration and en-
actment of such modifications or changes in 
those laws, and of such additional legisla-
tion, as may be necessary or appropriate, the 
Committee and its various subcommittees, 
consistent with their jurisdiction as set 
forth in Rule 5, shall have oversight respon-
sibilities as provided in subsection (b). 

(b) Review of Laws and Programs—The 
Committee and its subcommittees shall re-
view and study, on a continuing basis, the 
applications, administration, execution, and 
effectiveness of those laws, or parts of laws, 
the subject matter of which is within the ju-
risdiction of the Committee or sub-
committee, and the organization and oper-
ation of the Federal agencies and entities 
having responsibilities in or for the adminis-
tration and execution thereof, in order to de-
termine whether such laws and the programs 
thereunder are being implemented and car-
ried out in accordance with the intent of the 
Congress and whether such programs should 
be continued, curtailed, or eliminated. In ad-
dition, the Committee and its subcommit-
tees shall review and study any conditions or 
circumstances which may indicate the neces-
sity or desirability of enacting new or addi-
tional legislation within the jurisdiction of 
the Committee or subcommittee (whether or 
not any bill or resolution has been intro-
duced with respect thereto), and shall on a 
continuing basis undertake future research 
and forecasting on matters within the juris-
diction of the Committee or subcommittee. 

(c) Oversight Plan—Not later than Feb-
ruary 15 of the first session of a Congress, 
the Committee shall meet in open session, 
with a quorum present, to adopt its over-
sight plans for that Congress for submission 
to the Committee on House Administration 
and the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, in accordance with the provi-
sions of clause 2(d) of Rule X of the Rules of 
the House. 

(d) Oversight by Subcommittees—The ex-
istence and activities of the Subcommittee 
on Oversight and Investigations shall in no 
way limit the responsibility of the other sub-
committees of the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs for carrying out oversight duties. 

RULE 7—BUDGET ACT RESPONSIBILITIES 
(a) Budget Act Responsibilities—Pursuant 

to clause 4(f)(1) of Rule X of the Rules of the 
House, the Committee shall submit to the 
Committee on the Budget not later than six 
weeks after the President submits his budg-
et, or at such time as the Committee on the 
Budget may request— 

(1) Its views and estimates with respect to 
all matters to be set forth in the concurrent 
resolution on the budget for the ensuing fis-
cal year that are within its jurisdiction or 
functions; and 

(2) An estimate of the total amounts of 
new budget authority, and budget outlays re-
sulting therefrom, to be provided or author-
ized in all bills and resolutions within its ju-
risdiction that it intends to be effective dur-
ing that fiscal year. 

RULE 8—RECORDS AND OTHER MATTERS 
(a) Transcripts—There shall be a transcript 

made of each regular and additional meeting 
and hearing of the Committee and its sub-
committees. Any such transcript shall be a 
substantially verbatim account of remarks 
actually made during the proceedings, sub-
ject only to technical, grammatical, and ty-
pographical corrections authorized by the 
person making the remarks involved. 

(b) Records— 
(1) The Committee shall keep a record of 

all actions of the Committee and each of its 
subcommittees. The record shall contain all 
information required by clause 2(e)(I) of Rule 
XI of the Rules of the House and shall be 
available for public inspection at reasonable 
times in the offices of the Committee. 

(2) There shall be kept in writing a record 
of the proceedings of the Committee and 
each of its subcommittees, including a 
record of the votes on any question on which 
a recorded vote is demanded. The result of 
each such record vote shall be made avail-
able by the Committee for inspection by the 
public at reasonable times in the offices of 
the Committee. Information so available for 
public inspection shall include a description 
of the amendment, motion, order or other 
proposition and the name of each member 
voting for and each member voting against 
such amendment, motion, order, or propo-
sition, and the names of those members 
present but not voting. 

(c) Availability of Archived Records—The 
records of the Committee at the National Ar-
chives and Records Administration shall be 
made available for public use in accordance 
with Rule VII of the Rules of the House. The 
Chairman shall notify the ranking minority 
member of any decision, pursuant to clause 3 
or clause 4 of Rule VII of the Rules of the 
House, to withhold a record otherwise avail-
able, and the matter shall be presented to 
the Committee for a determination on writ-
ten request of any member of the Com-
mittee. 

(d) Availability of Publications—Pursuant 
to clause 2(e)(4) of Rule XI of the Rules of 
the House, the Committee shall make its 
publications available in electronic form to 
the maximum extent feasible. 

EULOGY HONORING FATHER 
ROBERT DRINAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. PELOSI) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, a little 
over a week ago our country suffered a 
great loss with the passing of Father 
Robert Drinan. He was a great man. He 
was a great humanitarian. He was a 
priest and he was a Member of Con-
gress. 

When asked to talk about Father 
Drinan, it is impossible not to speak in 
the superlative in every case. And also 
the words that I would like to use are 
to quote a great man, Father Drinan 
himself. 

At his funeral, which I had the privi-
lege to eulogize Father Drinan, I said 
that when Saint Francis of Assisi, who 
is the patron saint of my City of San 
Francisco, when St. Francis of Assisi 
was asked what a person had to do to 
lead a good and virtual life, he said, 
Saint Francis did, ‘‘Preach the gospel. 
Sometimes use words.’’ 

Father Robert Drinan preached the 
gospel, sometimes from the pulpit, 
sometimes from the floor of this House 
for 10 years as a Member of Congress, 
and sometimes from the classroom at 
the Georgetown University School of 
Law. But he always preached the gos-
pel through the power of his example. 

Father Drinan lived and legislated 
according to an expansive view of the 
gospel, believing that it had something 
to teach us about the whole range of 
public policy, from war and peace to 
poverty and justice, to how we treat 
our children and our parents. It was be-
cause of his faith that he was one of 
our great champions for human rights. 
He believed that there was a spark of 
divinity in every person, and he acted 
upon that belief. But he did so self-
lessly. 

When the Soviet dissident Anatoly 
Sharansky was freed after 8 years in a 
Siberian labor camp, it was because of 
years of advocacy by many. Yet, at a 
reception welcoming him to the United 
States that was held in this Capitol, 
Sharansky, surrounded by supporters 
and admirers, looked to the back so he 
could find and thank the man who was 
his major champion, Father Drinan. 
That was Father Drinan, eager to help, 
slow to accept credit. 

I was particularly honored that ear-
lier, it was the beginning of January 
actually, Father Drinan celebrated a 
mass at my alma matter, Trinity Col-
lege, before I was sworn in as Speaker. 
He said that mass in honor of the chil-
dren of Darfur and Katrina. And he 
prayed there that ‘‘the needs of every 
child are the needs of Jesus Christ him-
self.’’ Those were Father Drinan’s 
words. 

He challenged us by saying, ‘‘Imagine 
what the world would think of the 
United States if the health and welfare 
of children everywhere became the top 
objective of America’s foreign policy! 
It could happen, and it could happen 
soon, he said, if enough people cared.’’ 
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